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the faith of the Koran ; but never without bitter jealousy
of the Sarakhein of the East.

In 710, Walyd Abou - 31 - Abbas was Khalif at
Damascus, and Mousa, now an old man, wrote to ask
permission to carry the faith of the Prophet into what
he called " the isle of Andalusia/3 saying : " It is Syria
for the beauty of sky and soil; Yemen for climate;
India for flowers and perfumes ; Egypt for fruit;
China for precious metals." He sketched out a mag-
nificent plan of conquest, beginning with Spain, and
then passing through France, Germany, and Hungary
to Constantinople ; and the Khalif gave ready consent.

On the one side stood the nations freshly stirred
into energy by the attainment of a more systematic
faith, and stronger principle of unity than they had
ever previously known, ardent to spread their doctrine
by the sword, and viewing death in Allah's cause as the
passport to paradise. On the other side were the
broken remnants of the Roman empire, lying about
among^the fabric that had been set up on its ruin. The
luxury of Rome had eaten into the Teuton vigour, and
the Teuton lawlessness had corrupted the Church it
had received from the Romans.

The youth of one people was launched against the
decay of two ; the new-born zeal of one religion against
the stability of another grievously betrayed by its
professors.